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VENDITALIA 2026 ACCELERATES: 100 NEW EXHIBITORS
EUROPE ON THE RISE, SPAIN (+90%) AND FRANCE (+33%)

One and a half months before the opening of the event—taking place for the first time at the Rimini Expo Centre—exhibition space is virtually sold out.

Venditalia 2026, scheduled at the Rimini Expo Centre from 6 to 8 May 2026, is already shaping up to be a success thanks to the remarkable number of registrations recorded so far, with exhibition space now almost entirely sold out. Moreover, with just one and a half months to go before the opening, as many as 100 exhibitors will be making their debut at this year’s edition, out of more than 300 in total. This figure highlights the event’s ability to attract new players and further expand its exhibition scope, reinforcing its role as a key hub for the vending industry not only at a European level but globally.
Among the most notable trends is the increase in international participation. Europe, in particular, is experiencing strong growth. Spain and France, two strategic markets for the sector, are delivering significant performances: the number of Spanish companies participating has increased by 90% compared to the 2024 edition, with nearly 95% more exhibition space occupied, while French companies are recording a 33% increase in participation and a 118% rise in booked exhibition space. There is also strong growth among exhibitors from Eastern Europe: Poland has quadrupled its presence both in terms of exhibiting companies and square metres occupied (+300%), followed by the Czech Republic (+100% exhibitors and +125% sqm occupied), Ukraine (+50% exhibitors and +315% sqm occupied), Croatia (+50% exhibitors and +71% sqm occupied), and Hungary (+33% exhibitors and +41% sqm occupied). Compared to 2024, this year will also see participation from companies based in Greece, Estonia, Romania, Sweden and Switzerland. In addition, thanks to the Buyer Program, aimed at bringing selected vending operators from key non-European markets to Rimini, buyers from Africa, Europe, Asia and South America have already confirmed their attendance.
“The 2026 edition of Venditalia is set to become an even broader and more diversified international platform, capable of reflecting market evolution and the new opportunities for industry players,” commented Ernesto Piloni, CEO of Venditalia. “We will provide a 360-degree overview of our supply chain: from vending technologies to products and ingredients for on-the-go consumption; from payment systems and digital solutions to equipment and components; all the way to professional services and new automated retail models. A journey through our sector designed to highlight its resilience, innovation and sustainability.”
Among the new features is the introduction of the Innovation District, where a selection of innovative startups in the sector (currently 12, including three international ones) will showcase new solutions and emerging business models, enriching the dialogue between established industry players and new entrepreneurial ventures. Examples include smart vending and hydration technologies connected to IoT systems, AI applications for optimizing vending machine performance, healthy and gluten-free food & beverage solutions, workplace wellness services, devices for emergency health safety, sustainable systems for reducing waste and consumption in working environments, and much more.


Building on these strong results, the event will span 8 halls, covering a gross exhibition area of approximately 30,000 square metres, with over 300 brands represented across the entire vending supply chain.
Visitor interest is also on the rise: just a few days after the opening of the dedicated section on the official website, online registrations suggest an attendance of approximately 20,000 visitors over the three days of the event.
Among the new formats introduced this year is a thematic area dedicated to the hospitality sector, featuring the reconstruction of a hotel lobby where vending integrates with hospitality services. This project highlights how automated distribution can become part of the new guest experience, offering 24/7 solutions to support both staff and visitors.
Alongside the exhibition area, Venditalia 2026 will also feature a comprehensive programme of around 20 meetings, events and discussion sessions focused on the key topics shaping the industry: from technological innovation (with a focus on Artificial Intelligence and the preview presentation of the new SmartLink vending machine communication protocol) to sustainability (including insights into the European PPWR packaging regulation and the presentation of a life cycle assessment study on vending machines), as well as the evolution of consumption models.
Venditalia 2026 thus confirms its role as an international platform for networking, innovation and business in the vending sector, ready to welcome the entire automated distribution supply chain to share visions, technologies and new growth perspectives.
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Vending Expo
Società partecipata da Italian Exhibition Group (IEG), uno dei principali operatori fieristici europei, con un portafoglio di oltre 60 manifestazioni (tra cui Sigep, Ecomondo, RiminiWelness) e una presenza consolidata nei principali mercati internazionali, e CONFIDA, l’unica associazione di categoria che rappresenta i diversi comparti merceologici dell'intera filiera della Distribuzione Automatica di alimenti e bevande. Aderisce a Confcommercio - Imprese per l'Italia e, nell'ambito UE, è partner di EVA (European Vending & Coffee Service Association).
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